
Lesson 19:  Teaching: Motivation, part 2 

Driving out Folly 

In the previous lesson, we focused on positive reinforcement to motivate good behavior.  In addition to 

positive reinforcement, one very effective motivation is punishment.    

 

Punishment refers to adding something aversive in order to decrease or eliminate a behavior. The most 

common example of this is disciplining (e.g. spanking) a child for misbehaving. The reason we do this is 

because the child begins to associate being punished with the negative behavior. The punishment is not 

liked and therefore to avoid it, he or she will stop behaving in that manner. 

 

The Proverbs contrasts the nature (and fates) of the fool and wise man.  There are essentially two ways 

of interacting with the events in God’s o ld.   
 

The Fool  Proverb 

The fool's attitude toward the law 10:8 

The fool's reaction to instruction and reproof 15:5 

Value the fool places in knowledge & understanding 1:22, 18:2 

How the fool feels about wisdom and wise men 1:7 

Fool's assessment of his own opinion 12:15 

What the fool trusts in  28:26 

How likely the fool is to express himself 18:2 

How far ahead the fool thinks 10:5 

Fool's attitude toward hard work 24:30-34 

Fool's association with sin 13:19 

Fool's acceptance of spiritual realities 14:1 

 

1. Are children WISE and/or FOOLISH?  (Prov. 10:1, 13:1, 17:25).  Note that none of the above has to 

do primarily with how much (or little) one knows, or how much experience one has gained.  

 

2. Does this concept of folly help interpret Proverbs 22:15 and provide guidance about when to 

punish?   

 

Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.  Prov. 22:15 

 

Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die   Prov. 23:13 

 

The writer of Proverbs 23:13 understood the dilemma confronted by most parents when they face the 

responsibility to discipline.  Our hearts tell us we love and forgive, but our minds tell us that a lesson 

must be taught.  No loving parent enjoys having to punish a child, but few realize how important it is to 

e fi  a d o siste t ea l  i  the p o ess so it o ’t e e ui ed e  ofte .  Whe  a hild lea s that 



punishment for infractions is certain, the frequency of infractions (and punishment, of course) drops 

dramatically.  Because children are children and memories are short, there will always be slip-ups, but 

you can be assured that effective discipline does not require continual, never-ending conflict during the 

childhood years if, as parents, you discipline yourselves to be firm and consistent.   

 

3. What is CORPORAL PUNISHMENT? 

 

 

BIBLE PRINCIPLES – is spanking a Biblical principle? 

 

A. Spanking Is Taught in the Bible 

Proverbs 22:15 - Foolishness is bound in a child's heart, but the rod drives it from him.  

Children naturally tend to do bad things at times. Parents must exercise authority and give their children 

rules. But all children, at times, will test those limits. Then punishment is needed to "restrain" them.  

 

Proverbs 19:18 - Chasten the son while there is still hope.  

This is for his good. Children must be taught obedience while they are young, even before their 

reasoning ability matures. If you wait till later, they may be past "hope." [See also Prov. 29:15; 23:13.]  

 

Proverbs 13:24 - He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him 

promptly.  God says spanking is not an act of hatred. On the contrary, properly done, spanking is an act 

of love, and those who deny the value of spanking are the ones who God says hate children.  

 

The issue of spanking boils down to an issue of the authority of God and the inspiration of the Bible. A 

psychologist may question my intelligence. But when he challenges spanking, he is disagreeing, not with 

me, but with God. And God is smarter than all the psychologists put together!  

 

Spanking (chastening) is compared to God's punishment of his people. 

 

1. Hebrews 12:5-11 What is the similarity between God and earthly fathers? 

 

2. Whom does the Lord chastise?  

 

3. Who benefited from the chastisement? 

 

4. What a e those alled ho a e ’t haste ed?   
 

5. Does punishment need to be painful?   

 

6. Verse 11 is so important to understand.  What is the result of temporary discipline?   
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7. If parents should not punish children, then what would that mean about God? 

 

 

 

People who deny the value of spanking, therefore, are denying the wisdom and authority of God 

Himself. Some don't know this; others do it knowingly. But regardless, to oppose spanking is to directly 

attack the inspiration of the Bible and the infallibility of God. Parents must understand and appreciate 

the value of spanking, regardless of what any human "authority" may claim. 

 

Objections to Spanking Are Not Valid.   

Some say spanking leads to child abuse or even constitutes child abuse. 

…spanking makes the child feel guilty and destroys his self-esteem 

…spanking teaches children to use violence 

…spanking simply does not work 

 

Corporal Punishment Checklist 

 

Set the rules beforehand. 

 Is the rule (desired behavior) clear (observable)?   

 Is the rule known & understood in advance by the child (can be repeated by the child)?   

 Is the punishment known & understood in advance by the child? 

 

Evaluate the Infraction 

 Is the disobedience obvious and known by the child (perhaps even admitted – tell you what they 

did wrong)?   

 Is the disobedience willful & evidence of rebellion, laziness, disrespect, stubbornness or other 

foolish ess ?   
 

Interlude – Set an example of self-control 

 Am I calm?  Discuss with spouse.  Do I appear calm? 

 

Prelude to punishment 

 Have I reviewed (calmly) the rule, the disobedience & the previously determined & stated 

consequence with the child? 

 Have I expressed my love & explained that is the motive of the punishment? 

 Ha e I e p essed the hu t & eg et I feel at ha i g to pu ish  hild a d that it is o e of God’s 
rules for me? 

 Have I expressed confidence that my child is capable of better behavior?   

 

Conclusion & Resolution 

 Have I expressed & demonstrated my willingness to forgive quickly (including with physical 

touch)? 



Punishment should be…. 
 For Folly – but NOT for:   

o Accidents, clumsiness, or lack of ability 

o A show to others (e.g. other parents) 

o Showing personal disappointment 

o Our own embarrassment or impatience 

o A a i g, o  to settle thi gs do  

o An accumulation of small things 

 

 Associated with personal guilt 

o Not corporate or circumstantial blame 

 

 Certain, when promised (Eccl. 8:11) 

o No false threats; keep promises 

o No second chances 

 

 Near (in time) to the infraction (Ezra 7:26) 

o Especially when younger 

o atu al o se ue es  do this 

 

 Must be painful (Heb. 12:11) 

o Physical pain 

o Emotional pain (isolation, lost pleasure or privilege) 

o Substantially more pain than pleasure provided by the infraction 

o Not an activity which we wish to encourage as good & necessary 

 

 Over quickly, forgotten, once done (Heb. 12:11 – fo  the p ese t  

 

 Continual & consistent (Prov. 13:24), despite lack of visible results 

 

 

Discussion Question:   

When do you start spanking?  When do you stop?   


